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‘GIVE ME A BRAKE’ Light Kit 
2005 / 2006 MINI Cooper/Cooper ‘S’ 

 Brake Light Modification    
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This modification is to enable the use of the lower rear fog light in the bumper of the 2005 / 2006 MINI 
Cooper and Cooper ‘S’ as a brake light.  This change allows the rear fog light to be illuminated only when 
the brake pedal is depressed and the brake lights are on (if the vehicle is equipped with the factory rear fog 
lights, the rear fog light switch must be in the ‘off’ position for the lights to be used as brake lights.)  The 
lamp or blank off plate will need to be removed for testing.  To remove the lamp, gently push in on the 
retaining clip on drivers’ side of lamp or plate from the inside of the rear bumper. This kit can be used to 
enable the lower lamp as a backup lamp also.  
 

This kit contains a splicing adapter (a quick splice with wire and diode between them), instructions, circuit 
tester and support if needed (dave@gominigo.com). The splice is labeled with a y/br  (yellow with brown 
stripe) and a #4.  This is the color of the wire and the position number of the wire in the rear tail light plug 
that the splice needs to be connected to.   
 

 Splicing Adapter Circuit Tester (may look different than photo) 

                                        
 

The wires for the tail light and rear fog light are located in the passenger side access panel of the boot.  
Upon opening the passenger side access panel, you will have to lean into the boot and look towards the back 
end to locate the plug that is connected to the tail light.  You will also find the wiring harness running on the 
rear rail, if you have the H/K system. The H/K amp will be in the area and the wiring harness will be 
running under the amp.  

    Passenger side access panel 
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This picture shows the passenger side panel opened 
and tape wrap removed from the wiring bundle.  
When the tape wrap is removed you will find two 
wires still tape wrapped together.  These wires are 
the wires located towards the inside of the wire 
bundle.  
** Do not use the single yellow and brown wire 
shown here.  
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The two wires wrapped together are these 2 wires 
and should be yellow with brown stripe and brown.  
These wires are the rear fog light wires.  
 
The brown wire is the ground and the yellow with 
brown stripe wire is the power.  The jumper will 
connect to the yellow with brown stripe wire.  
 
If the rear fog lights have been enabled you can use 
the circuit tester to ensure you have power at this 
location. Attach the clip to the ground above the 
wiring harness and gently push the tip of the circuit 
tester into the yellow with brown stripe wire; with 
the rear fog light switch in the on position the tester 
will light up. You can also remove the rear lamp or 
the blank off plate and verify the color of the wires 
at the plug for the lamp.   

With the passenger side panel open, 
disconnect the connector plug to the rear 
tail light.  There is a release tab on the 
top side of the plug. Push the tab down 
and remove the plug.  Take the plug into 
the boot and remove the tape all the way 
down to the wiring harness. 
 
Holding the plug with the open slot 
facing down, locate the fourth wire, it 
should be dark blue.  This is the power 
for the rear brake light.  The jumper will 
be connected to the fourth wire near the 
wiring harness. 

If a BACKUP LIGHT  is to be used then connect 
the #4 end of the splicing adapter to the #1 wire of 
the tail light connector which is blue and yellow. 
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As stated earlier, the jumper will be 
connected to the fourth wire of the tail 
light plug near the wiring harness. Slip 
the #4 wire from the tail light harness 
into the quick splice and gently push the 
silver center piece of the quick splice 
down with a pair of pliers.  After the 
silver piece is flush close the flap on the 
quick splice.   
 
When installed the quick splice should 
look like this photo. 

The next connection is in the wiring 
harness where the tape was removed and 
the wires for the rear fog lights were 
exposed.   Insert the yellow with brown 
stripe wire into the quick splice and 
gently push the silver center piece of the 
quick splice down with a pair of pliers.  
After the silver piece is flush close the 
flap on the quick splice.   
 
When installed the quick splice should 
look like this photo. 
 
(Note: This photo is an install on a 
convertible; your connection may look 
different.) 
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If the rear fog lights have not been 
enabled you can use the circuit tester to 
ensure you have power to the connection 
plug in the rear bumper. Attach the clip 
to the ground above the wiring harness 
and gently push the tip of the circuit 
tester into the connection for the yellow 
with brown stripe wire; stepping on the 
brake will make the circuit tester light up. 
If the rear fog lamps are enabled, turning 
on the rear fog lights will light up the 
tester also.  
 
If you choose to use the backup lamp the 
connection plug in the bumper is the 
same and does not need to be changed. 

The next step is to re-connect the rear lamp to 
the connector and reinstall the lamp into the rear 
bumper.  
 
Prior to closing up the interior panel, re-wrap the 
wiring harness with electrical tape and  
re-connect the tail light plug to the tail light.  
 
 
Congratulations! – You have just made your 
MINI safer with the:  

 
’GIVE ME A BRAKE’ Light Kit 
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‘GIVE ME A BRAKE’ Light Kit 

2005/2006 MINI Cooper/Cooper ‘S’ Convertible 
 Brake Light Modification 
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This modification is to enable the use of the lower rear fog light in the bumper of the 2005 MINI Cooper 
and Cooper ‘S’ Convertible as brake a light.  This change allows the rear fog light to be illuminated only 
when the brake pedal is depressed and the brake lights are on (if the vehicle is equipped with the factory 
rear fog lights, the rear fog light switch must be in the ‘off’ position for the light to be used as a brake light.)  
The lamp or blank off plate will need to be removed for testing.  To remove the lamp, gently push in on the 
retaining clip on drivers’ side of lamp or plate from the inside of the rear bumper. This kit can be used to 
enable the lower lamp as a backup lamp also.  
 
This kit contains a splicing adapter (a quick splice with wire and diode between them), instructions, circuit 
tester and support if needed (dave@gominigo.com). The splice is labeled with a y/br (yellow with brown 
stripe wire) and #4; this is the color of the wire and the position number of the wire in the rear tail light plug 
that the splice needs to be connected to.   
 Splicing Adapter Circuit Tester 

                                        
 

The wires for the tail light and rear fog light are located behind the passenger tail light and the light must be 
removed for this kit to be installed.     
 



Page 6 of 6 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
**** �������������������������������������������	������������������������������������	������������������������������������	������������������������������������	��������������������������������� **** 

With the passenger light removed, 
disconnect the connector plug to the rear 
tail light.  There is a release tab on the 
top side of the plug. Push the tab down 
and remove the plug.  Move the plug to 
allow for easy access and remove the 
tape all the way down to the wiring 
harness. 
 
Holding the plug with the open slot 
facing down, locate the fourth wire.  It 
should be dark blue.  This is the power 
for the rear brake light.  The jumper will 
be connected to the fourth wire near the 
wiring harness. 

If a BACKUP LIGHT  is to be used, then connect 
the #4 end of the splicing adapter to the #1 wire of 
the tail light connector which is blue and yellow. 
This will enable the light as a backup light. 

Open the back of the top and set the 
support braces on the latches to hold the 
rear of the top in the open position.  The 
wires for the tail light and rear fog light 
are located behind the passenger tail light 
and the light must be removed for this kit 
to be installed 

Remove the access cover for the 
passenger rear tail light.  It is a small 
gray panel and it just pops out.  Inside 
this access you will find the connector 
plug and mounting nut for the rear tail 
lamp.  Remove the nut (10MM) from the 
rear light retaining bolt. (This bolt is 
mounted into the tail light so the nut will 
come off.) After the nut is removed press 
the light release tab located on the 
outside edge of the light.  The light will 
then come out.  


