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‘ADD A BRAKE LIGHT’ Kit 

Early 2005 MINI Cooper/Cooper ‘S’ 
(2005 Models Produced Prior To October 14, 2004) 

 Brake Light Modification  
 

 
This modification is to enable the use of a lower rear fog light or brake light in the bumper of the early 
2005 MINI Cooper and Cooper ‘S’ that does not have the wiring or plug to install a red rear fog light  as 
brake light or a clear 2004 backlight as a backup light.  This change allows the rear fog light to be 
illuminated only when the brake pedal is depressed and the brake lights are on or if used as a backup light, 
it will light when the car is placed in reverse.  The black blank off plate will need to be removed.  To 
remove the blank off plate, reach behind and gently push in on the retaining clip on drivers’ side of the 
plate from the inside of the rear bumper.  
 
This kit contains a connection plug assembly with wire attached, quick splices, instructions, and support if 
needed (dave@gominigo.com).  

                                        
 

The wires for the tail light are located in either the driver’s or the passenger’s side access panel of the 
boot.  The removal of the tail light is required for installation. These instructions focus on using the 
connections on the driver’s side of the car. Upon opening the driver’s side access panel, you will have to 
lean into the boot and look towards the back end to locate the plug that is connected to the tail light.  For 
the convertible, the tail light connections are located in the access panels for each side. To remove the tail 
light, open the access panel and while looking towards the backside of the car, you will see a 10mm nut.  
Remove this nut.  After the nut is removed, release the tabs located on the right side of the light, looking 
towards the back of the car.  

 
Passenger side access panel    Looking back inside driver’s access panel  

 

 
 
 

After the tail light is removed, disconnect the  
connector plug and gently place light in boot 
out of your way.   

 

 

Remove this 
nut (10MM).   

When nut is removed, 
gently push tabs located 
on the right side of the tail 
light. 
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With tail light removed, 
you will find two circles 
in the bottom of the access 
panel with cloth tape in 
them.  Take a screwdriver 
and gently push the cloth 
tape through the circle 
closest to the back of the 
car.   
 
When the hole is open, 
feed the wires for the new 
light harness through the 
hole from the bottom of 
the car.  While under the 
car, feed the connector 
plug into the opening in 
the rear bumper. (For ‘S’ 
ONLY - Ensure that the 
wiring harness is routed 
under the exhaust heat 
shield.) Using zip ties, 
secure harness as needed.   
 
Once wires are routed, 
connect harness to the tail 
light connector as 
described in the next step. 
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The black wire of the new connection assembly 
needs to be connected to the #2 wire on the tail 
light connection assembly.  This is the ground 
wire. 
 
If a BRAKE LIGHT  is to be used, then 
hold the plug with the open slot facing down, 
locate the fourth wire, it should be dark blue with 
light blue stripe.  This is the power for the rear 
brake light.  The white wire will be connected to 
the fourth wire of the wiring harness.  
 
After the wires are connected to the tail light 
connector, reseal the hole that the wires are routed 
through with silicone or some other suitable 
material to close the hole. 

The next step is to connect the rear lamp to the 
connector and reinstall the lamp into the rear 
bumper.  
 
Prior to closing up the interior panel, re-wrap the 
wiring harness with electrical tape and re-
connect the tail light plug to the tail light.  
 
 
Congratulations! – You have just made your 
MINI safer with the:  

 
’ADD A BRAKE LIGHT’ Kit 

If a BACKUP LIGHT  is to be used, then connect 
the white wire of the connection assembly to the 
#1 wire of the tail light connector which is blue 
and yellow. 


